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In compliance with Paragraph 8.h., NSC 5404/1, "Seek to persuade the UK and 
France to adopt the U*S« policy on Berlin,. .» and in accordance with the Secretary's 
authorisation to proceed as indicated on memorandum of April 22, 1955 frcm 
Mr. Merchant to the Secretary, "US Policy on Berlin", I invited M. de la Grandville • 
from the P*ench Embassy to call. I told him that ire have been giving sane thought to 
the situation which has arisen in Berlin as a result of the imposition of excessive 
tolls on the Autobahn. 

I said that as M. de la Grandville was aware a meeting had been arranged between 
the Ambassadors and the Soviet High Commissioner to discuss this subject on May 20 
and this might settle the whole matter. On the other hand a solution might not be 
reached and the situation might degenerate. Although we do not foresee it or expect 
it in view of the over-all situation in Western Europe, the Soviets might continue 
to harass Berlin not only with the Autobahn tolls but in time by cutting off both 
canal and rail traffic. In fact, it was possible that we might again find ourselves 
in a second blockade. If this were the case, the prestige of all the Allies would be 
very seriously engaged and we feel we should be considering at this point what steps 
we should have to take. We might even find ourselves in a position of having to 
employ some sort of military force* This is, of course a serious matter and we 
thought it was time that we consult the British and the French Governments about it. 
It is our view that we must indicate our resolute dterminatdon to remain in Berlin 
even if this should require a show of some military force. We hope the British and 
French Governments share our view in this. If they do, we would probably want to 
instruct our Ambassadors in Bonn to discuss possible course of action and have the ~£ 
three Allied military chiefs in West Germany as well as the Commandants in Berlin ~V3 
plan and coordinate such action* s ^ 

M. d^La^lJrandv£Q.«? 
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Soviets were. Such^tlon L Ration would bo to seTw ^ 5*7 pr ° bine 

At the Se rf S» ?? t J? problQm "hlch nererhad h£Z\ *?*">•*, *e were 
blockade. Today the UlTfT f ° ad ^ Ann y trucks we W 2X h \ had P" 3 * 1 " 1 «» 

what atepa we might tak« !?' 1° ^^ " adviiable to sSr^*^ 7 WQre at the 
suddenly ttndi^^^ *^ fc «»V "** ™<" * ^££^?8 "^ M *° 
prepared to go. ^ faced ^ a situation and nolSowSg £j Sr^are 

Packing the SSi'S? °? 2° Geraans - ^ th? 3 ^ TCh aDd c aUo,rifl « «*» 

as? — <— ^^ 

of direct c^nfcSion^h^f *** little ^«SSf^p£f B6 2 in Situatioa 
*» Berlin. iTsaid t w J**" 6 ?? **» **«"* Ambassador ^rt^^ 91, **»« co Pi«e 
Poncet rery 2^ 2 Jr^^^ that *« SE^SrEj £2 S^ Conn ^dant 
**»t their tSnkiS if ! ^ *■ thlfl Berlin question .??? ^ * ^ancoie 

J"* ^ thefwcSfbrwinLf ? f ° el that ^ ClSSSSt wo^T h" ? ka ° Wln « 
important that we staJ^l* go *» th *8 matterTlttn ? *J° hesit ant to say 
etart coordinating our thinki^and^annJngf ^* " * aa 
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